
 

New Bi l lboard  S ign  coming soon  
In this issue: 

New billboard sign 

coming soon 

1 

Bill banning  e-

cigarettes to 

minors headed to 

the governor 

2 

Teen Pregnancy in 

Eastern Montana 

3 

E-cigarette 

flavoring exceed 

recommended 

limits 

4 

The importance of 

Good Health for 

Moms and their 

children. 

Dads who live 

Smoke-Free lives. 

5 

Contact 

Information 

5 

Big Horn, Custer, Rosebud and Treasure County Tobacco Prevention Newsletter 

 

May/June, 2015 Volume 4, Issue  6  

S o u t h e a s t e r n  M o n t a n a  

T o b a c c o  U s e  P r e v e n ti o n  P r o g r a m  

A new billboard promoting one of SEMTUPP’s four major goals 

“Preventing Youth Initiation” will soon be seen by motorists traveling along 

I-94 and the frontage road East of Forsyth.  The billboard is funded by a 

reACT youth mini grant provided by the Montana Tobacco Use Prevention 

Program. 

Area youth were asked to create billboard-themed tobacco prevention 

drawings that would raise awareness in Eastern Montana.  Michaela French, 

Junior from Forsyth High School came up with a drawing and message that 

was chosen to be on the billboard.  This is perfect timing with Graduation 

around the corner, not to mention her message 

“Don’t let your dreams go up in Smoke”.  This 

billboard should serve as a reminder to everyone 

who has a dream to not spend their hard earned 

money on something as deadly as tobacco.  A spe-

cial thanks to Bella Outdoor Advertising who as-

sisted in making the picture and message work to 

fit on the Billboard.  They have been a wonderful 

company to work with.   



Southeastern Montana  

Tobacco Use Prevention Program 

A bill that would ban minors in Montana from purchasing electronic cigarettes and nicotine liquid 

containers is on its way to the governor's desk after the House passed the measure Tuesday. 

 

The House cleared Senate Bill 66 by a vote of 72-28. 

 

The measure, introduced by Democratic Sen. Diane Sands of Missoula on behalf of the Montana at-

torney general, would include e-cigarettes, related paraphernalia and nicotine under the state's defi-

nition of "tobacco products" that people under 18 cannot legally access. The ban also would include 

non-nicotine vapor products for those under 18. 

 

Businesses wanting to sell the products would need to purchase a $5 license. 

 

Rep. Denise Hayman called the bill a well-thought-out approach to a growing problem. 

 

"Several businesses came forward and were in favor of it," the Bozeman Democrat said Monday dur-

ing the floor debate. "Numerous parents and coaches are terrified of this product because there's 

very little information about it. It's a first step." 

 

Republican opponents said the bill simply increases the reach of government. 

 

"Basically we're regulating a really good product," said Rep. Nicholas Schwaderer of Superior. "This 

helps kids get off cigarettes." 

 

At least 42 states currently prohibit sales of e-cigarettes or "vaping" alternative tobacco products to 

minors, according to the National Conference of State Legislatures. 

 

Under the Montana measure, children buying or attempting to buy e-cigarettes or related products 

would face a fine of $50 and could be ordered to perform community service. Businesses could have 

their license revoked and be fined if they sell to minors. 

 

Gov. Steve Bullock's administration has supported the bill, making him likely to sign it into law.  

 

Information found at: 

http://ravallirepublic.com/missoula/news/state-and-regional/montana-legislature/article_5201858d-abaf-5eeb-94e0-

9c1562c0e351.html#comments 

Bill banning e-cigarette sales to minors 

 headed to governor 



Teen Pregnancy in Eastern Montana 
 
Teen birth rates in Rosebud and Custer counties rank among the highest in the state according to the 
Montana DPHHS report from 2009 – 2013, ranking forth and eleventh respectively.   
 
We all can recognize that the high social and economic costs of teen pregnancy and childbearing can 
have short- and long-term negative consequences for teen parents, their children, and our communi
ties. Through recent research conducted by the Center for Disease Control, it has been recognized that 
pregnancy and childbirth have a significant impact on educational outcomes of teen parents as well: 

By age 22, only around 50 percent of teen mothers have received a high school diploma and only 
30 percent have earned a General Education Development (GED) certificate, whereas 90 per
cent of women who did not give birth during adolescence receive a high school diploma.  

Only about 10 percent of teen mothers complete a two- or four-year college program.  
Teen fathers have a 25 to 30 percent lower probability of graduating from high school than    teenage 
boys who are not fathers.3 
 
The CDC has also found children who are born to teen mothers also experience a wide range of diffi
culties. For example, they are more likely to: 

have fewer skills and be less prepared to learn when they enter kindergarten; 
have behavioral problems and chronic medical conditions; 
be incarcerated at some time during adolescence; 
have lower school achievement and drop out of high school; 
give birth as a teen; and be unemployed or underemployed as a young adult.  

 
46% of all Montana high school students have had sex at least once in their lifetime and 
34.1% of all Montana high school students are sexually active (MT DPHHS).  Given these 
statistics, are you concerned about teen pregnancy in your community? Want to take ac
tion?   
 
Prevention of teen pregnancy requires broad -based efforts including evidence-based sexual 
health education in schools, support for parents in talking with their children about pregnan
cy prevention and other aspects of sexual and reproductive health, and ready access to ef
fective and affordable contraception for teens who are sexually active.  
 

Visit:   http://dphhs.mt.gov/publichealth/wmh/TeenPregnancyPrevention  to see  strategies 
for  preventing teen pregnancy in Montana and for tips for parents to help prevent teen preg
nancy.  There is also the “No Place Like Home” resource book which gives tips on providing 
family-based sexuality education.  
 
If you have questions or would like further information on preventing teen pregnancy in East
ern Montana, contact your Public Health Department:  
 
Rosebud County (Forsyth)  406.346.2156  
Custer County (Miles City)  406.874.8700  
Fallon County  (Baker)   406.778.2824  
Powder River (Broadus)  406.778.2824  

http://findyouthinfo.gov/youth-topics/teen-pregnancy-prevention/adverse-effects-teen-pregnancy#_ftn
http://dphhs.mt.gov/publichealth/wmh/TeenPregnancyPrevention


A new study finds the levels of chem
icals in some brands of e-cigarette 
flavoring exceed recommended lim
its. Some of the chemicals could be 
respiratory irritants, HealthDay re
ports. 
The flavorings used in e-cigarette flu
ids are generally the same as those 
used in food and candy. The differ
ence is that when they are used in e-
cigarette fluids, they are inhaled, not 
eaten, the researchers note in Tobac

co Control. They point out the chemicals used for flavoring are usually not included on ingredient labels. 

The study included 30 e-cigarette fluids. The flavors tested included cherry, cotton candy, bubble gum 

and grape. The researchers looked at the types and levels of chemicals. They did not investigate whether 

the chemicals were safe. They calculated that a person using a typical amount of e-cigarette fluid a day 

would be exposed to twice the recommended occupational exposure limits of the chemicals benzalde

hyde and vanillin. 

The results are “likely to be similar to what a broad survey would have revealed, and in any case strongly 

suggest that very high levels of some flavor chemicals are undoubtedly present in a great number of the 

thousands of products currently available,” wrote researcher James Pankow of Portland State University 

in Oregon. 
Pankow and colleagues called for new regulations on e-cigarettes, including requiring a listing of ingredi

ents, limits on the levels of certain flavorings, and limits on the total levels of flavoring, “particularly as 

there is some concern that flavored products might make e-cigarettes more attractive to young people.” 

 

Information found at: 

http://www.drugfree.org/join-together/levels-chemicals-e-cigarette-flavors-surpass-recommended-limits/ 

 

E-cigarette flavoring exceed recommended limits 

http://consumer.healthday.com/mental-health-information-25/addiction-news-6/e-cig-flavoring-tobacco-control-release-batch-1700-698402.html
http://tobaccocontrol.bmj.com/content/early/2015/03/27/tobaccocontrol-2014-052175.short?g=w_tobaccocontrol_ahead_tab
http://tobaccocontrol.bmj.com/content/early/2015/03/27/tobaccocontrol-2014-052175.short?g=w_tobaccocontrol_ahead_tab
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A Time to Th ink  About  the  Impor tance of  Good Hea l th  

for  Moms and The i r  Ch i ld ren  

Mothers want to do everything possible to help their children develop into healthy adults. This 

month, CDC urges mothers to protect themselves and their children from the dangers of to

bacco use and exposure to secondhand smoke and also encourages family members to sup

port moms in maintaining a tobacco-free life. 

Mothers Day—May 10th, 2015 

Celebra te  Dads  W ho L ive  Sm oke -Free L ives  

Fathers play a significant role in influencing their children. Dads are encouraged to model a 

healthy way of living for their children by not smoking. This Father's Day, if you smoke, CDC 

encourages you to quit and to use the support of family and friends. And congratulations to the 

fathers who have already resolved to quit smoking, those who have quit for good, and those 

who never started! 

Fathers Day—June 21,2015 


